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New Hampshire, of the Senate, and Mr. Wilson. Perhaps not Mr. Sumner, as he has his eye on the State Department.
I believe the majority of my delegation will agree to it. The more members of Congress who will press it, the better.
Permit me to assure you that unless I believed that in this movement there are strong elements of success, I would not press it.
Of course I do not mean to have this made an open matter, evoking opposition. What I want is a quiet movement, which shall justify the President in doing that which will relieve him of having treated me unjustly; if he should desire so to do, as I think he may. ^^ ^ ^^ BENJ p BuTLERt
From' General Butler to D. W. Gooch
COOTIDBINTIAI..   LoTOBii, MASS , Manh 1st, 1865
MY BEAU GOOCH: Although McCulIough hangs fire, yet I tln'TiTr there is no chance for Boutwell. I have pressed him as strong as I can.
From what I have learned, I am strongly inclined to think that if my Radical friends will press me for a place in the Cabinet, some one may be obtained. I think with very considerable certainty that if our delegation will unite upon it, Boutwell failing, it can be obtained.
I have written to Wade and Chandler, asking their advice and aid. If I can rely on your friendship to take an active part in this movement, you will confer an obligation which will not be forgotten.
Unless matters change too much before this reaches you as to render it useless, because of some New England appointment, there are, I know, elements of success in this.
Of course I do not wish an open contest that might bring out opposition. Therefore, if anything is done, it must be at once, as celerity is the soul of this as of all other movements.
I need not say that I would not move in this did I not believe it to have the elements of success.
A written representation to the President from as many members of Congress as may be, will be the best plan.
I think Blow will aid, and Stevens. Perhaps, indeed, our Radical friends might make a push. Otherwise they will have no representative in the next Cabinet; and I have strong reasons for believing that such a push will be successful.
Most truly yours, BENJ. F. BUTLER